
References
1. Ahmed S, Khan MM. Is demand-side financing equity enhancing? Lessons from a maternal health 

voucher scheme in Bangladesh. Soc Sci Med. 2011;72(10):1704-1710. http://doi.org/10.1016/j.
socscimed.2011.03.031

2. Musgrove P. Financial and other rewards for good performance or results: a guided tour of concepts 
and terms and a short glossary. Washington, DC: World Bank; 2011. https://www.rbfhealth.org/sites/
rbf/files/RBFglossarylongrevised_0.pdf. Accessed April 18, 2019.

3. Eichler R, Wright J, Bellows B, Cole M, Boydell V, Hardee K. Strategic purchasing to support 
voluntarism, informed choice, quality and accountability in family planning: lessons from results-based 
financing. Rockville, MD: Health Finance & Governance Project, Abt Associates Inc.; 2018. https://
www.hfgproject.org/?download=25655. Accessed April 18, 2019.

4. Bashir H, Kazmi S, Eichler R, Beith A, Brown E. Pay for performance: Improving maternal health 
services in Pakistan. Bethesda, MD: Health Systems 20/20 Project, Abt Associates Inc.; 2009. https://
www.hfgproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Pay-for-Performance-Improving-Maternal-Health-
Services-in-Pakistan.pdf. Accessed April 18, 2019.

5. Abuya T, Njuki R, Warren CE, Okal J, Obare F, Kanya L, et al. A policy analysis of the 
implementation of a Reproductive Health Vouchers Program in Kenya. BMC Public Health. 
2012;12:540. https://doi.org/10.1186/1471-2458-12-540

6.  Grainger CG, Gorter AC, Okal J, Bellows B. Lessons from sexual and reproductive health voucher 
program design and function: a comprehensive review. Int J Equity Health. 2014;13(33):1-25.  
https://doi.org/10.1186/1475-9276-13-33

7. Ali M, Farron M, Azmat SK, Hameed W. The logistics of voucher management: the underreported 
component in family planning voucher discussions. J Multidiscip Healthc. 2018;11:683-690. https://
doi.org/10.2147/JMDH.S155205

8. Bellows B, Bajracharya A, Bulaya C, Inambwae S. Family planning vouchers to improve delivery 
and uptake of contraception in low and middle income countries: a systematic review. Lusaka, 
Zambia: Population Council; 2015. http://healthmarketinnovations.org/sites/default/files/
Family%20Planning%20Vouchers%20to%20Improve%20Delivery%20and%20Uptake%20of%20
Contraception%20in%20Low%20and%20Middle%20Income%20Countries-A%20Systematic%20
Review.pdf. Accessed April 18, 2019.

9. Azmat SK, Shaikh BT, Hameed W, Mustafa G, Hussain W, et al. Impact of social franchising on 
contraceptive use when complemented by vouchers: a quasi-experimental study in rural Pakistan.  
PLoS One. 2013;8(9):e74260. http://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0074260 

10. El-Khoury M, Thornton R, Chatterji M, Kamhawi S, Sloane P, Halassa M. Counseling women and 
couples on family planning: a randomized study in Jordan. Stud Fam Plann. 2016; 47(3). http://doi.
org/10.1111/sifp.69 

11. Ali M, Azmat SK, Hamza HB, Rahman MM, Hameed W. Are family planning vouchers effective in 
increasing use, improving equity and reaching the underserved? An evaluation of a voucher program in 
Pakistan. BMC Health Serv Res. 2019;19:200. https://doi.org/10.1186/s12913-019-4027-z 

12. Bajracharya A, Veasnakiry L, Rathavy T, Bellows B. Increasing uptake of long-acting reversible 
contraceptives in Cambodia through a voucher program: evidence from a difference-in-
differences analysis. Glob Health Sci Pract. 2016;4(Suppl 2):S109-S121. http://doi.org/10.9745/
GHSP-D-16-00083

13. Obare F, Warren C, Njuki R, et al. Community-level impact of the reproductive health vouchers 
programme on service utilization in Kenya. Health Policy Plan. 2013;28(2):165-175. https://doi.
org/10.1093/heapol/czs033

Family Planning Vouchers: 
A tool to boost contraceptive method access and choice 

Fa
m

ily
 P

la
nn

in
g 

Vo
uc

he
rs

HIP Enhancement

http://doi.org/


2 June 2020

14. Azmat SK, Hameed W, Hamza HB, Mustafa G, Ishaque M, et al. Engaging with community-based public and private mid-level 
providers for promoting the use of modern contraceptive methods in rural Pakistan: results from two innovative birth spacing 
interventions. Reprod Health. 2016; 13(1):25. http://doi.org/10.1186/s12978-016-0145-9

15. Agha S. Changes in the proportion of facility-based deliveries and related maternal health services among the poor in rural Jhang, 
Pakistan: results from a demand-side financing intervention. Int J Equity Health. 2011;10(57):1-12. http://doi.org/10.1186/1475-
9276-10-57

16. Fagan T, Dutta A, Rosen J, Olivetti A, Klein K. Family planning in the context of Latin America’s Universal Health Coverage Agenda. 
Glob Health Sci Pract. 2017;5(3):382-398. http://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-17-00057

17. Bellows B, Bulaya C, Inambwae S, Lissner CL, Ali M, Bajracharya A. Family planning vouchers in low and middle income countries: a 
systematic review. Stud Fam Plann. 2016;47(4):357-370. http://doi.org/10.1111/sifp.12006

18. Bellows B, Mackay A, Dingle A, Tuyiragize R, Nnyombi W, Dasgupta A. Increasing contraceptive access for hard-to-reach 
populations with vouchers and social franchising in Uganda. Glob Health Sci Pract. 2017;5(3):446-455. http://doi.org/10.9745/
GHSP-D-17-00065

19. Eva G, Quinn A, Ngo TD. Vouchers for family planning and sexual and reproductive health services: A review of voucher programs 
involving Marie Stopes International among 11 Asian and African countries. Int J Gynaecol Obstet. 2015;130(S3):E15-E20. https://
doi.org/10.1016/j.ijgo.2015.06.023

20. Boddam-Whetham L, Gul X, Al-Kobati E, Gorter AC. Vouchers in fragile states: reducing barriers to long-acting reversible 
contraception in Yemen and Pakistan. Glob Health Sci Pract. 2016;4(Suppl 2):S94-S108. http://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-15-00308

21. IFPS Technical Assistance Project (ITAP). SAMBHAV: Vouchers make high-quality reproductive health services possible for India’s 
poor. Gurgaon, Haryana: Futures Group, ITAP; 2012. http://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf_docs/pnadz573.pdf. Accessed May 20, 2019.

22. Janisch CP, Albrecht M, Wolfschuetz A, Kundu F, Klein S. Vouchers for health: a demand side output‐based aid approach to 
reproductive health services in Kenya. Glob Public Health. 2010;5(6):578–594. http://doi.org/10.1080/17441690903436573

23. Bellows N. Vouchers for reproductive health care services in Kenya and Uganda. 2012. https://www.kfw-entwicklungsbank.de/
Download-Center/PDF-Dokumente-Diskussionsbeitr%C3%A4ge/2012_03_Voucher_E.pdf. Accessed April 8, 2020.

24. Burke E, Gold J, Razafinirinasoa L, Mackay A. Youth voucher program in Madagascar increases access to voluntary family planning 
and STI services for young people. Glob Health Sci Pract. 2017;5(1):33-43. http://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-16-00321

25. Meuwissen LE, Gorter AC, Knottnerus AJ. Impact of accessible sexual and reproductive health care on poor and underserved 
adolescents in Managua, Nicaragua: a quasi-experimental intervention study. J Adolesc Health. 2006a;38(1):56.e1-56.e9. http://doi.
org/10.1016/j.jadohealth.2005.01.009

26. Uganda. Bureau of Statistics, ICF. DHS Program. Uganda Demographic and Health Survey 2016. Kampala, Uganda and Rockville, 
MD: 2018. https://dhsprogram.com/pubs/pdf/FR333/FR333.pdf. Accessed May 20, 2019.

27. Bradley SE, Shiras T. Sources for family planning in 36 countries: Where women go and why it matters. Rockville, MD: Abt 
Associates, Sustaining Health Outcomes through the Private Sector Plus Project; 2020.  https://www.shopsplusproject.org/sites/
default/files/resources/Sources%20for%20Family%20Planning%20in%2036%20Countries-Where%20Women%20Go%20and%20
Why%20it%20Matters.pdf. Accessed May 5, 2020.

28. Health Policy Initiative. Targeting resources and efforts to the poor: Implementing a voucher scheme in India. Washington, DC: 
USAID | Health Policy Initiative, Task Order 1; 2010. http://www.healthpolicyplus.com/archive/ns/pubs/hpi/1404_1_7_3_Targeting_
Resources_to_the_Poor_Voucher_acc.pdf. Accessed May 20, 2019.

29. Grainger CG, Gorter AC, Al-Kobati E, Boddam-Whetham L. (2017). Providing safe motherhood services to underserved and 
neglected populations in Yemen: the case for vouchers. J Int Humanitarian Action. 2017:2:6. http://doi.org/10.1186/s41018-017-
0021-4

30. Mishra AK, Singh S, Sharma S, Sharma S, Singh S, Dikshit M. Does demand side financing help in better utilization of family 
planning and MCH services? Evidence from rural Uttar Pradesh, India. Presented at the 2011 International Conference on Family 
Planning, Senegal, 2011 Nov 29 - Dec 2. Dakar, Senegal. http://fpconference.org/2011/wp-content/uploads/FPConference2011-
Agenda/447-mishra-does_demand_side_financing_help_in_better_utilization-3.3.06.pdf. Accessed May 20, 2019.

http://doi.org/10.1186/s12978-016-0145-9
http://doi.org/10.1186/1475-9276-10-57
http://doi.org/10.1186/1475-9276-10-57
http://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-17-00065
http://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-17-00065
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijgo.2015.06.023
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijgo.2015.06.023
http://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-15-00308
http://doi.org/10.1080/17441690903436573
https://www.kfw-entwicklungsbank.de/Download-Center/PDF-Dokumente-Diskussionsbeitr%C3%A4ge/2012_03_Voucher_E.pdf
https://www.kfw-entwicklungsbank.de/Download-Center/PDF-Dokumente-Diskussionsbeitr%C3%A4ge/2012_03_Voucher_E.pdf
http://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-16-00321
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.jadohealth.2005.01.009
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.jadohealth.2005.01.009
https://www.shopsplusproject.org/sites/default/files/resources/Sources%20for%20Family%20Planning%20in%2036%20Countries-Where%20Women%20Go%20and%20Why%20it%20Matters.pdf
https://www.shopsplusproject.org/sites/default/files/resources/Sources%20for%20Family%20Planning%20in%2036%20Countries-Where%20Women%20Go%20and%20Why%20it%20Matters.pdf
https://www.shopsplusproject.org/sites/default/files/resources/Sources%20for%20Family%20Planning%20in%2036%20Countries-Where%20Women%20Go%20and%20Why%20it%20Matters.pdf
http://doi.org/10.1186/s41018-017-0021-4
http://doi.org/10.1186/s41018-017-0021-4


3June 2020

31. Bellows NM, Bellows BW, Warren C. Systematic Review: The use of vouchers for reproductive health services in developing countries: 
systematic review. Trop Med Int Health. 2011;16(1):84-96. http://doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-3156.2010.02667.x

32. Brody CM, Bellows N, Campbell M, Potts M. The impact of vouchers on the use and quality of health care in developing countries: a 
systematic review. Glob Public Health. 2013; 8(4):363-88. http://doi.org/10.1080/17441692.2012.759254

33. Arur A, Gitonga N, O’Hanlon B, Kundu F, Senkaali M, Ssemujju R. Insights from innovations: lessons from designing and 
implementing family planning/reproductive health voucher programs in Kenya and Uganda. Bethesda, MD: Private Sector 
Partnerships-One Project, Abt Associates; 2009. https://www.shopsplusproject.org/sites/default/files/resources/5361_file_FINAL_FP_
Voucher_Innovations.pdf. Accessed May 20, 2019.

34. Meuwissen LE, Gorter AC, Kester ADM, Knottnerus JA. Does a competitive voucher program for adolescents improve the quality of 
reproductive health care? A simulated patient study in Nicaragua. BMC Public Health. 2006b;6:204. https://doi.org/10.1186/1471-
2458-6-204

35. Meuwissen LE, Gorter AC, Kester AD, Knottnerus JA. Can a comprehensive voucher programme prompt changes in doctors’ 
knowledge, attitudes and practices related to sexual and reproductive health care for adolescents? A case study from Latin America. 
Trop Med Int Health. 2006c;11(6):889-898. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-3156.2006.01632.x

36. Azmat SK, Ali M, Hameed W, Awan MA. Assessing family planning service quality and user experiences in social franchising 
programme - Case studies from two rural districts in Pakistan. J Ayub Med Coll Abbottabad. 2018;30(2):187-197. http://jamc.
ayubmed.edu.pk/index.php/jamc/article/view/3542/1894. Accessed April 8, 2020.

37. Filmer D, Pritchett LH. Estimating wealth effects without expenditure data—or tears: an application to educational enrollments in 
states of India. Demography. 2001;38(1):115-132. http://doi.org/10.1353/dem.2001.0003

38. Rutstein SO, Johnson K. The DHS Wealth Index. DHS Comparative Reports No. 6. Calverton, Maryland: ORC Macro; 2004. 
https://dhsprogram.com/pubs/pdf/cr6/cr6.pdf. Accessed May 20, 2019.

39. Chakraborty NM, Fry K, Behl R, Longfield K. Simplified asset indices to measure wealth and equity in health Programs: a reliability 
and validity analysis using survey data from 16 countries. Glob Health Sci Pract. 2016;4(1):141-154. http://doi.org/10.9745/
GHSP-D-15-00384

40. Gwatkin DR. The current state of knowledge about targeting health programs to reach the poor. Washington, DC: World Bank; 2000. 
https://elibrary.worldbank.org/doi/pdf/10.1596/29585. Accessed May 20, 2019.

41. Hanson K, Worrall E, Wiseman V. Targeting services towards the poor: a review of targeting mechanisms and their effectiveness. In: 
Mills A, Bennett S, Gilson L. Health, Economic Development and Household Poverty: From Understanding to Action. London: 
Routledge; 2007. 304 pp. https://www.eldis.org/document/A22157. Accessed May 20, 2019.

42. McConnell M, Rothschild CW, Ettenger A, Muigai F, Cohen J. Free contraception and behavioural nudges in the postpartum period: 
evidence from a randomised control trial in Nairobi, Kenya. BMC Public Health. 2018;3(5):e000888. https://doi.org/10.1136/
bmjgh-2018-000888

43. Broughton EI, Hameed W, Gul X, Sarfraz S, Baig IY, Villanueva M. Cost-effectiveness of a family planning voucher program in rural 
Pakistan. Front Public Health. 2017;5:227. http://doi.org/10.3389/fpubh.2017.00227 

http://doi.org/10.1080/17441692.2012.759254
https://doi.org/10.1186/1471-2458-6-204
https://doi.org/10.1186/1471-2458-6-204
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-3156.2006.01632.x
http://jamc.ayubmed.edu.pk/index.php/jamc/article/view/3542/1894
http://jamc.ayubmed.edu.pk/index.php/jamc/article/view/3542/1894
http://doi.org/10.1353/dem.2001.0003
http://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-15-00384
http://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-15-00384
https://doi.org/10.1136/bmjgh-2018-000888
https://doi.org/10.1136/bmjgh-2018-000888

